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Abstract: 

Being exposed and socialized simultaneously in various cultures, children of migrant 

families need to adapt to mainstream society’s norms, while preserving their heritage cultural 

connections (Sam & Berry, 2010). In North America, fluency in English and French mainstream 

languages is necessary to function in institutional environments and public spaces (Lee, 2002). 

Contrary to the expectations we may have in our multicultural context, the transmission of one's 

heritage language may differ from one family to another. As a result, second-generation 

individuals tend to have better skills in their mainstream language than their heritage language, 

unlike the first generation (Boutakidis et al., 2011; Portes, 2002). Previous studies have 

established the link between heritage language skills, sense of belonging and cultural identity 

(e.g., Lee, 2013; Oh & Fuligni, 2010; Phinney et al., 2001), but they focused solely on heritage 

cultural identity. This study examines the relationship between perceived heritage language skills 

and multicultural identity configurations, with one’s sense of belonging as a mediator. The 

cognitive-developmental model of social identity integration (CDSMII; Amiot et al., 2007) was 

used to examine different ways to manage, or configure, one’s heritage and mainstream cultural 

identities within one’s self-concept: identifying predominantly and exclusively with one’s 

heritage culture (heritage categorization), identifying predominantly and exclusively with the 

mainstream culture (mainstream categorization), keeping one’s identities separate from each 

other and context-bound (compartmentalization), and cohesively connecting multiple identities 

within the self (integration). A quantitative study using a correlational design was conducted 

where 342 second-generation Canadian and American adults completed an online questionnaire. 

Results from bootstrap analyses show that the more people reported greater heritage language 
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proficiency, the more likely they were to integrate their identities, or to identify predominantly 

with their heritage culture. On the other hand, the more people reported greater heritage language 

proficiency, the less likely they were to identify predominantly with their mainstream culture. 

These relationships were significantly mediated by a greater sense of belonging to one’s heritage 

culture. No significant results were found for compartmentalization. These findings highlight 

that heritage language maintenance is fundamental for promoting stronger connections with 

members of one’s heritage cultural group and greater integration of one’s heritage cultural 

identity within one’s self-concept. This study provides a deeper understanding of second-

generation adults' experience with their heritage language as it relates to their multicultural 

identification. Having a better understanding of heritage language loss for cultural identification 

and belonging has implications for the importance of maintaining heritage language across 

generations. 

 

References: 

Amiot, C. E., de la Sablonnière, R., Terry, D. J., & Smith, J. R. (2007). Integration of social 

 identities in the self: Toward a cognitive- developmental model. Personality and  Social 

 Psychology Review, 11, 364–388. doi:10.1177/1088868307304091 
Boutakidis, I.P., Chao, R.K., & Rodriguez, J.L. (2011). The role of adolescents' native language fluency 

on quality of communication and respect for parents in Chinese and Korean immigrant families. 

Asian American Journal of Psychology, 2(2), 128-139. doi: 10.1037/a0023606  

Lee, J. S. (2002). The Korean language in America: The role of cultural identity in heritage language 

learning. Language, Culture and Curriculum, 15(2), 117-133. doi:10.1080/07908310208666638 

Lee, B. Y. (2013). Heritage language maintenance and cultural identity formation: the case of Korean 

immigrant parents and their children in the USA. Early Child Development and Care, 183(11), 

1576-1588. doi:10.1080/03004430.2012.741125 

Oh, J. S., & Fuligni, A. J. (2010). The role of heritage language development in the ethnic identity and 

family relationships of adolescents from immigrant backgrounds. Social Development, 19, 202-

220. 

Phinney, J. S., Romero, I., Nava, M., & Huang, D. (2001). The role of language, parents, and peers in 

ethnic identity among adolescents in immigrant families. Journal of Youth and Adolescence, 

30(2), 135-153. doi: 10.1023/A:1010389607319  

Portes, A. (2002). English-only triumphs, but the costs are high. Contexts, 1 (1), 10–15. 



	 3	

Sam, D. L., & Berry, J. W. (2010). Acculturation: When individuals and groups of different cultural 

backgrounds meet. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 5, 472–481. doi: 10.1177/ 

1745691610373075 

 

 

	


